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J.B. Heilman Jr., 92, Born June 18, 1920 of 
Miller, died Tuesday, June 4th 

John joined the US Marine Corps in 
January 1942. During WWII JB served 
on Guadacanal and other South Pacific 
islands including the New Heberties
and Marshal Islands where he was 
awarded the Silver Star. 

After returning to Miller he was hired 
by the US Department of Agriculture 
(ASCS)where he continued to work 
until his retirement in 1985. 



Madonna Mae Solomon
May 27, 1933 – Died January 1, 2014

Madonna enjoyed a fulfilling and successful 
career spanning 37 years with the Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation Service office in 
Lake Andes as a Program Assistant. Madonna 
was known for her wit and sense of humor and 
would liven up any Price Support Meeting. 



Patricia G. "Patsy" Freeman
July 3, 1948 – March 11, 2014

Patricia G. “Patsy” Schofield was 
born on July 3, 1948, in Pierre, 
South Dakota and died March 11, 
2014, at the Hans P. Peterson 
Memorial Hospital in Philip.  
Patsy excelled and enjoyed her 
career as a program assistant at 
the Haakon County Farm Service 
Agency in Philip from 1981 to 
2002, and the Northern County 
Office in Fairbanks, Alaska from 
2002-2005



Marion K Fett
March 1, 1924 - April 10, 2014

Marion was born on March 1, 1924 
in Eagle Butte, SD. Marion grew up 
and graduated from High School in 
Eagle Butte. She later relocated to 
Timber Lake, SD, where she met and 
married her husband, Dean 
Fett.Marion worked in the ASCS 
office as an office manager for 32 
years. After retiring from her job, she 
volunteered at the Timber Lake 
public library and Historical Society



Yvonne Helen Sandman
(November 6, 1939 - August 10, 2013)

Yvonne Helen (Zacharias) 
Sandman was born on November 
6, 1939 in Sisseton, SD and 
married , Ralph Sandman on 
December 29, 1972.  “Vonnie” 
worked in Sisseton at the Roberts 
County ASCS Office for 34 ½ years, 
retiring in October 1996



Roberta Bensen
9/5/1928-6/1/2013

Jean Bensen, 84, of Vermillion, SD passed away 
Saturday, June 1, 2013 at the Morningside Care 
Center in Alcester, SD.

Roberta Hood was born September 5, 1928 in 
Wakonda. She graduated from the Vermillion High 
School in 1946 and married Donald Bensen on 
February 20, 1948. They moved to Vermillion in 
1949 where she worked as the secretary for the 
Vermillion Trinity Lutheran Church and then as a 
Program Assistant for the US Department of 
Agriculture, ASCS for 24 years, retiring in 1990.



Norma Weerheim, 
11/5/1928-11/1/2012

Norma L. Weerheim, 83, Armour, 
died Thursday, Nov. 1, 2012, at 
Wagner Community Memorial 
Hospital, Wagner.

She was born on Nov. 5, 1928.

Norma taught country school for 
a year, then was employed at the 
ASCS Office in Armour from 1955 
until her retirement in 1988.



Harold 'Sonny' Kniffen, 
2/2/1928-2/24/2014

Harold was born on February 2, 1928 
in Platte. He served his country in 
the United States Air Force for four 
years earning the rank of Staff 
Sergeant as a pilot flying secret 
missions. In 1956, he married 
Germaine Carda at Lake Andes and 
in 1989 she passed away. Harold 
worked as a County Executive 
Director for ASCS for 33 years before 
retiring in 1986.



Darlene Moak
July 2, 1935 – May 7, 2014

Darlene Moak, as an employee of the Campbell County 

Agricultural Stabilization Conservation Office in Mound City, 

was there during the infamous struggle to keep the Campbell 

County ASCS Office in Mound City in 1961 and ‘62. “I had an 

old manual Royal typewriter,” she said, “I didn’t sit on my 

desk because I was pregnant at the time. I did take my 

typewriter and hide it in the side compartment of my desk. It 

was the only typewriter that didn’t get moved to Herreid.”

When movers hired by the government tried to move the 

desks as well as the files, employees and Mound City 

farmers wives resisted by sitting on desks in the ASCS office. 

After graduating from Glenham High School in 1953, she 

began a career at the Agricultural and Stabilization Office.   

She retired from the agency in 1996.  The attempted take 

over of Campbell County ASCS made the news all over the 

nation and Darlene was part of that news.  See the print outs 

on the registration table for great reading and about Darlene.



And God Said
by Richard John Scarr

Be not afraid, my precious ones, when your time on earth is through.
Death- is but a change of life. No harm will come to you.

No need to fret or worry,  when transition time is nigh.
Would I create my children,  just to let them die?

For as your children are to you. That's how you are to me!
And the tender love you feel for them, I feel for you, my family.

You are all my sons and daughters. Every color, culture, creed.
And I placed you on the earth plain, to love, and help each other's needs. 

Though at times you may feel lonely. We walk together, you and I.
I would never let you walk alone. I am always at your side.

I share in all your pleasures. Your heart aches, and your pain.
As you learn the things that must be learned, whilst there upon the earthly plain.

No good deed goes unnoticed. No kind gesture made in vain.
You will each receive your just rewards, when I bring you safely home again.


