In Loving Memory of
Our Departed
ASCS/FSA Family
and Friends
2017-2018

Dorothy Tietge
Beemer
May 22, 1916 to February 24, 2018
Dorothy worked for ASCS in Lake
Andes, SD, from 1957 to 1977. She
enjoyed sewing, knitting, flower
gardening, and music, whether it
was playing the organ or singing
in her church choir.

Karla Bird
1947-2018
Karla’s passions in life included
caring for her cats, following the
Minnesota Vikings, and traveling
with friends.
For over two decades, she lived in
Vermillion, SD, and worked as a farm
loan officer.
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Eileen Hofer
1929-2016

Eileen worked for the Sully
Co. ASCS Office from 1947 to
1959. She then went back to
complete her civil service
career from 1973 to 1989.
Eileen loved to work in her
yard at home planting
flowers for all to see and
enjoy. She was always ready
to help anyone who needed
help.

While in high school, Stanley was
employed by the Agricultural
Adjustment Act, known as the AAA. In
1958, he was elected to the AAA
Committee. He served as ASCS Director
in Pine Ridge for a year. Then he
moved to Belle Fourche, SD, serving as
Director. Later he was promoted to DD
and he served in this position until
retirement in 1986.
Stanley’s hobbies included fishing,
hunting, gardening, and snowmobiling.
He and his wife, Lola, enjoyed wine
making and traveling.

Stanley Bennett
Kruse
1923-2017

Cleo Olerud
1931-2017
Cleo began employment in 1950 at
the ASCS-Farm Service Agency in
Clear Lake, SD. She served as the
County Executive Director until her
retirement in 1989.
She loved sports and enjoyed
cheering for the Deuel Cardinals,
Twins, and Vikings. She had a
passion for her community and
received many community service
awards.

Mary Jane Opsahl
1918-2018

Mary Jane started her federal career in
Leola, SD. She was transferred to the district
office in Aberdeen, SD. She finished her 25
year career as a loan clerk in the Ipswich,
SD, office.
She enjoyed making afghans, doilies, baking,
playing cards, and playing the piano. Mary
Jane enjoyed singing solos all of her life!

Darlene Pearson
1934-2017

Darlene worked in the
McCook County FSA Office.
She sang, directed choirs, and
played organ at many
churches in the Salem area.
She was organist for hundreds
of weddings and funerals.
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Evelyn Peterson
1918-2017

Evelyn started her career with ASCS in the
Vermillion office after graduating from high
school.
She married the love of her life following his
service during World War II. She had many
gifts to share. She enjoyed knitting and
Hardanger work. She loved watching the
Vikings. She rarely missed a Strollers show at
USD. On top of everything, she was very
proud of her Norwegian heritage. Uffda!

Jo Ann Sherman
1932-2018

Jo Ann worked for the ASCS-FSA
Office in Howard, SD.
Jo enjoyed horseback riding, and
dancing the Polka as it was her
favorite. She did quilting,
crocheting, and camping was a
favorite pastime of hers.

Robert “Bob” Small
1956-2017
Bob started his federal career in 1980,
working in the Federal Building in Huron,
SD. He worked for FSA for years in the
print shop, before accepting a position in the
Administrative Division, where he retired
from in 2011.

He was an avid Minnesota Twins and
Vikings fan. He hunted, golfed, and played
softball. Bob enjoyed camping and sharing a
cold one with his friends.
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Kenneth Martin “Ken”
Tonsager Sr.
1927-2017
Ken managed a grain elevator in
St. Lawrence, SD, before obtaining
his BS in Ag Education. He taught
for seven years before returning to
SDSU to obtain his Masters in
Education.
He worked as a county supervisor
for Farmers Home Administration,
from where he retired.

Donald Lee Harris
Director of HR
Washington DC

Don began his career in 1961 as a AGS-3, clerk typist
for Personnel Management. He spent his entire
career in Personnel.

His position placed him in each NASCOE negotiation.
He retired in 1995 and was honored at the national
NASCOE Convention in Atlanta, GA, along with Floy
Payton.

He became a good friend of NASCOE and an even
better friend of SDASCOE.
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And God Said

by Richard John Scarr
Be not afraid, my precious ones, when your time on earth is through.
Death-is but a change of life. No harm will come to you.
No need to fret or worry, when transition time is nigh.
Would I create my children, just to let them die?
For as your children are to you. That's how you are to me!
And the tender love you feel for them, I feel for you, my family.
You are all my sons and daughters. Every color, culture, creed.
And I placed you on the earth plain, to love, and help each other's needs.
Though at times you may feel lonely. We walk together, you and I.
I would never let you walk alone. I am always at your side.
I share in all your pleasures. Your heart aches, and your pain.
As you learn the things that must be learned, whilst there upon the earthly plain.
No good deed goes unnoticed. No kind gesture made in vain.
You will each receive your just rewards, when I bring you safely home again.

