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As 2010 comes to an end I think of two important                       

accomplishments for SDASCOE/NASCOE ð FERS employess 

compensated for sick leave at retirement and health insurance 

coverage for students through age 26.  Those accomplishments 

have taken several years and involved the work of many people 

and agencies. 

Without your support through dues, the PAC, CAPWIZ, Negotiations, Legislative            

Conferences and National Conventions these things wouldnõt have happened.  For that I 

thank you!   

I canõt help but think if all employees were members and if all members took part in PAC 

and CAPWIZ it may have happened sooner.  

-----------------------------------------------------------  

This summer two of our grandchildren were hanging out with us at the farm.  They were 

riding in their Red Flyer Wagon, I was the muscle pulling them.  We went down a lane 

north of our house thatõs lined with trees forming a beautiful green canopy.  One or two 

days a year (I donõt know their migration pattern) there is an overwhleming amount of 

Monarch butterflies in that lane.  Luckily, that was one of those days.  As we got in the 

midst of them, our 5 year old granddaughter got out of the wagon and was dancing 

among the butterflies talking very softly to them.  Our grandson, 18 months, just sat 

there in total, innocent awe.  His mouth was open in an ooohhh, his eyes were wide open 

and he sat so still (in fact Iõve never seen him that still while awake).  The butterflies 

would land on both of them then flutter away.  Iõve seen the butterflies before and 

thought it was really neat, but never with that total, innocent awe like our grandson.  

My wish for all of you and your families this holiday season and for 2011 is to be able to 

see things as if it were the first time, with total, innocent awe!  

             

          Peggy Groen 
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NOTES FROM YOUR VICE PRESIDENT  

First Several boxes (boxes and totes) were handed over.  My heart sunk a little at the thought of      

transporting and lifting all that so at our Board meeting we put sets of history books together and       

disposed of excess copies of one 10 year period as there were no matches for a set of history.  Then I 

became the proud owner of 4 very large and very heavy totes.  After dragging them to my basement for 

storage (too proud to ask for help) my next trip was to a chiropractor and massage therapist.  J  LOL 

 

I am in the process of scanning all or SDASCOEôs 50 years worth of history to an External Hard Drive 

and copies of the complete history will soon be available on CDôs to anyone.  You will be able to print 

the history for your keeping or simple enjoy the history through a slide show on your computer.  I hope 

to have this project done before Christmas.   

 

Next I will be asking for volunteers to put the past 5 years of history together so that we have that 

available in print and on CD at our next SDASCOE Convention.  STOP ï donôt be thinking this is a 

hard project and will take too much of your time ï it will not!   I will get you started and it truly will 

take very little of your time to complete so please consider volunteering to help!  When one has to do 

all the work it becomes a difficult task but when several volunteer it becomes easy! 
 

Next will be the financial and all the recordings that go with this ï they will be scanned for the pure 

need to preserve our data.   
 

Last will be the SDASCOE newsletters ï I have not decided how to accomplish this task of            

scanning.  There are 2 large totes full and this will be quite the task so more to come on this. 
 

Once this is all accomplished I will place everything on CD or flash drives as a good backup to our     

system.  When this is done we will be able to eliminate storing many-many (did I say many) boxes and 

totes full of printed information.  No one has the room or the desire to store and transport this from   

person to person. 
 

I consider myself a very organized person but with this task I appreciate any comments or concerns or 

volunteer help related to this massive project.  I love TEAM work! 
 

It is time to ñGO GREENò please volunteer to help preserve SDASCOE History ñour History with 

ASCS, CFSA, and FSAò. 
 

Wishing all of you a Meaningful and Merry Christmas and many blessing in your New Year 
Becky Zirpel  

After the SDASCOE election and I was your new VP for SDASCOE I 

told Peggy (our SDASCOE President) that I felt odd because there just 

didnôt seem to be anything for me to do!  I am so used to doing projects, 

writing reports, investigating new benefits, encouraging membership 

through correspondenceï both for SDASCOE, NWA or                      

National.  So-o-o- before our first meeting, the Fall Board Meeting, I 

asked again ñPeggy are you sure I shouldnôt be doing somethingò.  Well 

I no longer can ask that as your VP ï Peggy asked if I would help or do 

the History for SDASCOE.  So I would like to give all of you a little 

update on where we are at. 
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The Minutes 

We started the night with a Q & A session with Mr. Schaunaman, SED of questions that were          

submitted by the SDASCOE members.  Board members present were James Anderson, Past President; 

Peggy Groen, President; Becky Zirpel, Vice President; Racheal Kirkebak, Secretary; and Brenda 

Wicks, Treasurer.  Districts represented were District 1 ï E J Goetz, director and Janelle Serr, alternate; 

District 2 ï Stan Lamb, director; District 3 ï Joann Schock, director; District 4 ï Mary Haag, director; 

District 5 ï Roxie Stambach, director and Doug Hofer, alternate; District 6 ï Donnie McManus,         

alternate; and District 7 ï Kay Massingale, director and Brian Stewart, alternate.  Committee chairs 

present were Larry Somsen, awards and scholarship; Jeanie Emmett, benefits; Bill Chase and E J 

Goetz, legislative co-chairs; Lori Jones, membership; Cindy Mengenhauser, programs and emblems; 

Bonnie Nickelson, publicity; Doug Hofer, CAPWIZ; and Mary Johnson, travel coordinator.  We also 

had Larry Olsen, NWA Alternate Executive and the gals from the Hand/Hyde County office present. 

 

Q & A Session 

Mr. Schaunaman went through some of the questions that had been        

submitted prior to the meeting.  Here are some of the questions he answered 

(these are not his quotes!): 

Mr. Schaunaman was very impressed with the delivery of programs by 

the county offices and gave congratulations to us on getting through 

the fiscal year 

SD spent 99.86% of our allocation 

From the 12 temps on board, only 4 will remain after October 22. 

A big thanks to those whoôve helped out other offices administering the 

SURE program 

$26 million are being cut from the budget, but the admin division in 

WDC hasnôt said how itôll affect FSA 

2010 budget has FSA offices eating the lump sums of those who retired so positions werenôt  

backfilled 

There are still 2 COTôs not placed 

There were 12 applicants for the COR position but has not been filled yet.  Itôs a costly position!  

Mr. Schaunaman sent in a list of pros and cons to the National office, trying to find out what 

can be done with this positionécan they have collateral duties? (if a program gets busy, can the 

SED pull the COR to help with the office work?) 

SED is excited about the upcoming leadership program.  It will consist of 10-20 participants.  The 

deadline for applying is November 1, 2010.  Mr. Schaunaman said to not get discouraged if we 

werenôt selected for the 1st round of the program and to keep applying! 

Supplies ï employees are frustrated with the high prices of supplies needed to run the office.  Mr. 

Schaunaman said to shop around, but use your discretion when purchasing supplies.  There are 

other places that are JWOD compliant, but those resources arenôt always made known. 

658 software ï SED informed us that the software has been outsourced, so programmers arenôt 

aware of how things work.  He knows there is a lot of frustration in the field with this software. 

 

The Board was very appreciative of Mr. Schaunamanôs time with us. 

SDASCOE Fall Board Meeting 

September 30-October 1, 2010 

Pierre, SD Best Western Ramkota Hotel 
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The Hand county gals have been busy putting the 2011 State Convention together.  It will be April 8-9 

at the Best Western Ramkota in Pierre.  The girls are planning a Luau theme; keep watching your email 

for further details.  Friday morning theyôre looking at possibly a crime lab tour or visiting the Casey 

Tibbs Museum.  The golfing might be out this time due to the earliness of the convention.  We met 

with the hotel Saturday morning to get a few more details finalized and are going to let the Hand 

county gals finalize the menus.  Stan made a motion to set $1800 budget for entertainment and Roxie 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Kay made a motion for bring Keyes Financial to come back as a guest 

speaker.  Mary Haag seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Business Meeting 
Peggy welcomed everyone to the board meeting.  She went over a few housekeeping items:           

alternate directors appointed by the President were Janelle Serr for District 1, Joel Foster for 

District 2, and Valorie Scherschligt for District 4.  

2011 Convention Preparations 

Minutes from the last meeting were approved by Roxie and seconded by E J.  Motion carried.  

Brenda gave the Treasurerôs report.  A discussion was had about having an audit done of the books.  

Brenda will check into this and see what needs to be done in order to get this accomplished.  The       

Report was approved by Stan and seconded by Joann.  Motion carried. 

 Committee Reports 

 Awards ï Larry Somsen 

 He is requesting people to make nominations   

 Benefits ï Jeannie Emmet 

She brought up the new program Working Advantage Program that is exclusively for           

members.  This should not be shared with family members or friends!  Sheôs aware of the  

Alltel/AT&T merger, but not sure how thatôs going to affect memberôs discounts.  Sheôs  

waiting for information back on the SAMôs Club discount.  She also wants to remind         

everyone to check out the NASCOE travel website.  This can be used by anyone! 

 

Legislative ï Bill Chase and E J Goetz, co-chairs 

Theyôre getting geared up for a full Legislative conference in March 2011 dealing with the 

2012 Farm Bill.  Tuesday of the conference will be the talking points discussion to be had 

with Congressionals and Wednesday theyôll be on the Hill.  The NASCOE Legislative       

Committee is looking for a new member from each area to attend the Legislative Conference.  

They promoted the PAC and would like to see it expanded.  NASCOE will be having five 

$100 drawings for new PAC members.  They talked about the importance of NAFEC and 

how they helped the National office with stopping office closures.  NAFEC is developing 

pamphlets that can be handed out. 

 

Membership ï Lori Jones 

We have 96% membership in SDASCOE, but are shooting for 100%. 

 

Programs/Emblems ï Cindy Mengenhauser 

 

There was some discussion on the pros/cons of buying NASCOE items off the NASCOE storeôs 

website or SDASCOE creating  their own items.  With buying through the storeôs website, NASCOE 

gets a percent of the proceeds, so weôll continue that route.  She also said to send in any program       

issues if you have an idea how to make something we do work better.  They can be submitted        

anytime. 
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Publicity ï Bonnie Nickelson and Dawn Nagel 

Bonnie made the comment that is costs roughly $85-100 to send the newsletter.  The next issue 

will have ñLast Issueò verbiage on it for non-members.  She requests that all reports be emailed 

to her, Dawn, and Dianna Shaefer.  

 

Ways and Means ï Terri Roth 

There will be two prints and room raffle done for convention again. 

 

Webmaster ï Dianna Shafer 

The website was down for a little bit, but is now back up.  Sheôs waiting for her new computer 

so she can get all the websiteôs updates put on there.  She will be retiring at the end of February, 

so weôre looking for a new webmaster. 

 

CAPWIZ ï Doug Hofer 

CAPWIZ has been slow right now, but with the upcoming talks on the 2012 Farm Bill, alerts 

will be showing up more frequently. 

 

Travel Coordinator ï Mary Johnson 

The NWA Rally has not been determined, but the thinking is that it will be in June sometime in 

the state of Oregon.  The NASCOE convention will be held in Corpus Christi, TX August       

12-15. 

 

E J made a motion to approve all the reports and Kay seconded them.  Motion carried.  A comment was 

made that if possible, the previous directors should send the home email addresses of members to the 

new directors. 

 

Kaye gave a delegates reports from NWA Rally and NASCOE convention. She mentioned the          

importance of CAPWIZ and the PAC.  She says sheôs now ñhookedò.  Dawn was also a delegate and is 

now also the NWA publicity chair.  Larry Olsen, NWA alternate exec gave a brief report. 

 

A discussion was held on whether or not SDASCOE wanted to help Texas sell cookbooks for their 

NASCOE Convention fundraiser.  We would make $5 for every cookbook sold.  Roxie made a motion 

to email the idea that if anyone wanted a cookbook to contact Lori Jones, then weôd order them from 

Texas.  Stan seconded the motion; motion carried. 

 

Becky brought up the need of having the history books scanned so they can be preserved.  We also 

need to have the history books updated as well.  This entails someone selecting a year, picking out the 

highlights of that year from the SDASCOE newsletters and putting them together in the history book.  

Becky said she would scan the history books we currently have.  Roxie made a motion to have Becky 

buy an external hard drive for storing the history books.  Stan seconded it; motion carried. 

 

Peggy discussed what happens at the Northwest Area Rally and National convention as far as what the 

delegates are to do.  Since there were a lot of new members on the board, we wanted everyone to know 

what goes on.  It was also brought up that the caucus room ended up being $70 more than was           

budgeted.   There will be a re-consideration for the need for a caucus room next year.  Stan made a  

motion to pay the extra $70 for the caucus room.  Joann seconded.  Motion carried. 
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A discussion was held on the 2011 Legislative conference to be held in March.  A possibility of 10 

people will be representing South Dakota: Janelle Serr, Lori Jones-maybe, Becky Zirpel, Brenda 

Wicks-maybe, Racheal Kirkebak-maybe, Peggy Groen, E J Goetz, Bill Chase, Larry Olsen, and  

Bonnie Nickelson.  Kay made a motion to allow $10,000 to be used at the legislative chairsô          

discretion for the full legislative fly-in.  Joann seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The 2011 NWA Rally and National convention were discussed.  We need delegates to represent 

South Dakota.   We need 2 delegates and 2 alternates.  The directors will send out an email to the 

members to entice their participation. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:00 AM on Saturday. 

 

Respectfully submitted,        Racheal Kirkebak 

          New Directors: and Alternates in  
      attendance:   Front row :  Mary Haag, 
Roxie Stambach, Janelle Serr.   Back 
Row:  Doug Hofer, Joann Schock, Brian 
Stewart.     New Officers:    Peggy 
Groen, Racheal Kirkebak, Becky Zirpel, 
Brenda Wicks. 
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Checking Balance Carried Forward 

10/03/2009    $18,336.44   

        

 Receipts:       

  Dues-Regular  $6,795.84     

  Dues-Associate  $230.00     

  Interest Income-Checking   $7.66     

  Cash-CD Balance  $0.00     

  2009 State Convention  $0.00     

  2010 State Convention  $0.00     

  NW Area Rally  $0.00     

  NASCOE-Legislative  $0.00     

  NASCOE/Delegates  $0.00     

  Board Meeting  $0.00     

  Donations  $0.00     

  Ways & Means  $20.00     

  Emblems  $0.00     

  Total Receipts    $7,053.50   

        

 Expenses:      

  Dues-Regular  $9,116.25     

  Dues-Associate  $1,700.00     

  2009 State Convention  $0.00     

  2010 State Convention  $0.00     

  Bank /VISA Service Fees  $18.50     

  NASCOE-Delegates  $0.00     

  NWA Rally-Delegates  $0.00     

  Memorials-Flowers  $0.00     

  Board Meetings  $607.60     

  Secretary of State Recording  $0.00     

  Donations  $0.00     

  Emblems  $0.00     

  Legislative  $0.00     

  Membership-NWA  $0.00     

  Postage  $135.70     

  Publicity  $523.40     

  Supplies  $18.68     

  Travel/Mileage  $1,342.07     

  Ways & Means  $0.00     

  Awards/Scholarship  $0.00     

  Membership-Drawings  $125.00     

  Qwest-Conference Call  $101.24     

  Equipment-Laptop/Printer  $0.00     

  Total Expenses    $13,688.44   

        

 NET AMOUNT    $11,701.50   

        

 

       

 Checking Beginning Balance as of7/23/2010   $10,354.71  

       

 Receipts: ACH Deposit for Dues  4,333.07   

  Dues-Regular  4,771.58   

  Dues-Associate  1,105.00   

  Interest Income-Checking  3.33   

    10,212.98 10,212.98  
       

 Expenses: Harland Clarke Checks  41.07   

  Bank Service Fees  30.00   

  Drawings for Pd Up Dues  125.00   

  NWA Delegates  1,104.83   

  NASCOE Delegates  1,832.08   

  NASCOE Convention  725.00   

  Transfer to Savings  300.00   

    4,157.98 4,157.98  
       

       

 Ending Balance as of 9/30/2010   $16,409.71  

       

Checking Account Summary      

CorTrust Bank Leola    11,300.71  

Wells Fargo Bank Huron    5,109.00  

     $16,409.71 

Savings Account Summary      

Wells Fargo Bank Huron    300.00  

Interest Income    0.02  

     $300.02 

Certificate of Deposit Summary     

Location Initital Value           APR Maturity 
Interest 
Accrued Total Value 

CorTrust Bank Leola $10,000.00  4.75% 1/20/2011 $2,321.28  $12,321.28  

 $10,000.00  4.75% 1/20/2011 $2,321.28  $12,321.28  

 $11,906.45  4.75% 1/20/2011 $2,763.80  $14,670.25  

 $5,000.00  4.15% 4/21/2013 $479.45  $5,479.45  

First National Bank Yankton $1,855.48  2.24% 1/17/2011 $90.37  $1,945.85  

     $46,738.11 

Note:  Acccrued interest applied to Certificate     

Total Cash Summary     $63,447.84 

      

                     /s/ Brenda Wicks, SDASCOE Treasurer    9/30/2010   
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Hello all SDASCOE members. I am Larry Somsen and have agreed to serve as the Chairperson of 

the Awards & Scholarship Committee for the next year. I would like to introduce myself to my    

fellow SDASCOE membership who may not know me. I have been the CED in Kingsbury County 

for the past 23 years and am married to Marlene and have four grown children and 4 grandchildren. 

I have been a proud member of SDASCOE for my entire 23 years with FSA. 
 

Nominations for the Distinguished Service Awards are now being accepted thru February 1, 2011.  

Members of SDASCOE should start thinking of nominating a deserving NASCOE member for one 

of the three Distinguished Service Awards available each year. Distinguished Service awards are 

available for Service to SDASCOE / NASCOE, Service to Agriculture, and Service to Community. 

I know that South Dakota has many NASCOE members who are deserving of one of these awards.  

Please take the time to nominate your co-workers who are deserving of one of these awards. I 

would like to see several nominations in each category. 
 

Detailed eligibility information for each of the three Distinguished Service awards along with the 

required fillable application forms can be found at the NASCOE Website at: http://nascoe.org/

Awards.aspx .  Please complete the nomination forms in their entirety and return the forms to me 

prior to the February 1, 2011 deadline.  
 

NASCOE also has two Scholarship Programs available to NASCOE Members for themselves, 

their children, spouse or legal dependant(s), providing that all other eligibility requirements are 

met.  
 

The traditional NASCOE Scholarship Program is provided to the children, legal dependants, and 

spouse of eligible NASCOE Members.  This award may only be used to defray expenses for a     

student at an accredited school.  Applicants must be a NASCOE member, memberôs spouse,     

memberôs child, or memberôs legal dependent.  The NASCOE memberôs dues must be paid and 

membership kept current for the past 5 years, or since becoming a permanent FSA County Office 

Employee.  The evaluation criteria are based on ability, incentive assistance, and other personal 

characteristics.  Nominations for Scholarships are competitive.  NASCOE scholarship program  

applications can be found on the NASCOE website and must be used and submitted to me prior to 

March 1, 2011. All eligible application will be forwarded to the Area Judging committee to          

determine an Area winner of a $1,500.00 award.  The National winner is selected from Area        

winners, and the National winner receives $2,500.00.  The time schedule contained in the        

NASCOE Awards/Scholarships booklet must be followed.  
 

Members of NASCOE, have a NASCOE Members Continuing Education Scholarship          

Program available to them.  This is a special NASCOE Scholarship award that will be awarded to 

NASCOE Members that are taking additional college credits to further enhance their careers within 

the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Each Area will be allowed to award one scholarship winner 

$200.00 to broaden their portfolio for adult education courses to enhance and advance their careers 

within FSA.  
 

Please check out the Awards and Scholarship web pages on the NASCOE website for all the details 

for all available awards and Scholarships for this coming year.  

 

Submitted by,     Larry Somsen, Chairperson of Awards and Scholarship Committee 

http://nascoe.org/Awards.aspx
http://nascoe.org/Awards.aspx
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COMMITTEE REPORT:                   BENEFITS  

November, 2010  
 

Be sure to check these and many other benefits available through NASCOE/SDASCOE/RASCOE         

membership.  

 

Working Advantage : 

Many SDASCOE members have requested information on this new benefit. I would like to have some  

feedback on this. If you have actually taken advantage of any of the discounts/benefits made available 

through this program, would you please email me and let me know what it was and what kind of discount/

benefit was gained. Thanks a lot!  

 

Samõs Club Membership Coupon: 

  There is discussion that the request will be made to Samõs Club sometime this fall for the 

  $10 coupon given upon membership or membership renewal. Keep watching for further 

  benefits and coupons. I will let you know as soon as I know of any updates.  

 

Cell phone discounts:  

With the merger of Alltel and AT&T, we have been assured that if you are a current Alltel  

customer, your discount should seamlessly be transferred when the merger occurs in your  

area. If your plan expires about the same time as the merger occurs, you need to discuss this  

 with your local agent to discuss a new plan and get your discount reinstated.  

 

Computer Discounts:  

 

Dell Company (www.dell.com) and Hewlett -Packard (www.hp.com) both offer government employees        

discounts. The discount and the discounted products change on a regular basis. Check out the websites for 

further details.  

 

NASCOE Travel:  

 

Where do your dreams take you?!  NASCOE travel is a great benefit for our organization. Anyone can 

use this site, so tell you friends and families. Check www.nascoe.org Benefits page for updated             

newsletters that highlight specials. The site has some amazing features. You can book tickets to sporting 

events, concerts, buy flowers, etc. You can book car rentals, hotel rooms, airline tickets. The more we use 

the site, the more we benefit NASCOEõs budget through the commissions earned.  

 

Benefit Ideas:  

 

Thank you, thank you for the great response to my request for new benefits ideas. The list you came up 

with was very impressive and quite varied! You can, and are encouraged to, submit ideas to me at any time. 

Hopefully, the Committee will be able to snag a couple of these ideas and make them happen!!  

 

Happy Thanksgiving and Happy Holidays!! I canõt believe Iõm saying that already!!  

 

Jeanie Emmett ,  

SDASCOE Benefits Chairperson  

http://www.samsclub.com/
http://www.dell.com
http://www.hp.com
http://www.nascoe.org
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COMMITTEE REPORT:                  LEGISLATIVE  

 

FALL BOARD MEETING    September 30, 1010 

With regards to Legislation, we are currently in a brief lull until after the mid-term elections are over.  
Those Congressional leaders who hold serve on the Agriculture Committees may be voted out or        
appointed to different committees after November.  Currently NASCOE members from across the    
nation have made many good contacts on the Hill and are well respected, however a reintroduction 
may be needed to connect with new staffers or leaders.  After elections, NASCOE plans to put          
together a list of NASCOE members who may have a close contact with someone in WDC.  These     
contacts may play an important role if we need to get information out fast in preparation for the next 
Farm Bill. 

To help ensure that FSA retain jobs in the next Farm Bill, NASCOE is scheduling a full Legislative       
Conference in March 2011.  Fly on Monday with a full day of instruction on Tuesday and visits to     
Capitol Hill on Wednesday.  NASCOE is working on the Farm Bill talking points now and will finalize for 
presentation prior to the conference.  If FSA loses our main program areas, we could easily lose the 
Ƨƻōǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ  b!{/h9Ωǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΣ .ƻō wŜŘŘƛƴƎΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƛƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ 
strong membership is key. 

The Executive Board has decided to sponsor one new person from each area to attend the Legislative 
Conference in Washington DC next spring!  One member from each area who has never attended a 
National Convention or Legislative Conference will be selected at random to have their actual           
expenses paid not to exceed $1,000.  As per NASCOE Travel policy this will include ½ of the room rate 
(expecting members to share a room), airfare, and meals.  This person must also be a member in 
good standing and be a member of CAPWIZ.  Watch for more information.   

NASCOE is focusing on the PAC as a major goal for 2011.  This is one of the most important tools we 
have for NASCOE.  It was amazing to learn how comparatively large our PAC is compared to others in 
the agriculture production arena.  If we can be successful in our enrollment goal our PAC will move 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ мл t!/Ωǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ  ¢ƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ t!/ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ           
incentive, NASCOE plans to hold a drawing for 5 - $100 cash prizes for new PAC participants 
 
NAFEC:  NASCOE recognizes the influence of the National Farmer Elected Committee organization and 
how they can help open doors for us in the next Farm Bill.  NASCOE plans to assist NAFEC in offering 
some new tools for promoting membership. 
 
CAPWIZ: Will become more important than ever as we prepare for the next Farm Bill.  Look for more 
alerts after November elections, but do not access CAPWIZ from your work computer.   
 
NASCOE web site is adding a new Web page as an information tool for congressional staffers to help 
with their research and learn more about FSA programs.   
 

Submitted by Legislative Co-Chairs, Bill Chase & EJ Goetz 
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COMMITTEE REPORT:       PROGRAMS & EMBLEMS  



COMMITTEE REPORT:                   PUBLICITY  
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SDASCOEôs   WEBSITE:  

www.sdascoe.org 

 
Webmaster:    Dianna Shafer     

Check it  

  Out  

Approximately 180 newsletters are mailed out at a cost of about $90 

per issue,  plus the Annual Bulk Mailing of Fee of  $ 185.    

 

THANK YOU TO THOSE  
 

WHO CONTRIBUTE ITEMS !  

 
Send your items to :  

 

dawn.nagel@sd.usda.gov   and  bonnie.nickelson@sd.usda.gov 

 

Attention Associate Members:   

 

After this issue we will be revising the mailing list to delete those whose dues 

have not been paid.    If you have any questions, contact Lori Jones:  

 

605 -942 -7203 Home, 605 -259 -3252 Work  or  605 -770 -7874 Cell.  

http://www.sdascoe.org
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        Please Join us for the  

        2011 State Convention  
 

           in  Hawaii  . . .  er,  make that on Oahe.   
 

Mark your calendar for an early  convention as we gather at the 

Ramkota in Pierre on April 8 -9 th . 
 

The Hand County and Hyde County FSA staff 

will be coordinating activities which just might  

include walleye -watching, an Oahe 5 -0 tour of 

the state crime lab, and a  òOahe-anó Luau.   
 

Room reservations can be made by calling the 

Ramkota at 605 -224-6877.  The SDASCOE room 

block has been offered to us at the Federal rate!                                     

April  8 - 9,  2011 
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A SALUTE  TO  OUR  MILITARY  

Name                                                    Branch Current Location / Service History  SDASCOE / FSA Relative 

SPC Brandon Adams   Returned  from Kuwait in March, 
2010 

Son-in-law of Rhonda Deutch,      Rob-
erts County 

Travis Dooley US Army Currently in Afghanistan Nephew of Duke Westerber           Haa-
kon County 

SPC Katie Boesch  US Army Returned Home from 2nd deploy-
ment to Iraq 

Niece of Mike Goetzinger Bennett/
Shannon County 

SPC Dan Boesch US Army Returned Home from 2nd deploy-
ment to Iraq 

Spouse of SPC Katie Boesch 

Cpt. Matthew Strand   Army Infantry Stationed in Germany.  To be  de-
ployed to Afghanistan in Feb., 2010 

Son of Rodney Strand,   Edmunds Co.   

Tech Sgt.  Shaye Melton   Air Force Deployed to Kuwait Son-in-Law of Cathy Olstad                     
Fall River-Custer Co.  

Cpt Michael Thompson Air Force Currently stationed in          Albu-
querque, NM  

Son of Stan Thompson,  Marshall Co 

Cpt.  Matthew Thompson Marine Corp Stationed in OK.  Occasional trips to 
and from Afghanistan  

Son of Stan Thompson,  Marshall Co.  

Sgt. Josh Bryant   SD Army  NG Served in Iraq  2003-2005.  Recruiter  
in  Redfield, SD 

Son of JoDee Bryant,   Faulk Co. 

Staff Sgt. Ryton Hitzel US Air Force Stationed in Minot, ND 
 Son of Ruby VanderMay, Jackson Co. 

SPC Phillip Olson SD Army  NG In Kuwait Nephew of Kathy Lindquist, DD 

PV2 Joshua Olson SD Army  NG In Kuwait Nephew of Kathy Lindquist, DD 

MP Aaron Monteith SD Army  NG Stationed in Rapid City, SD Nephew of Kathy Lindquist, DD 

Sgt.  Scott Fried 101st Airborne   
Army NG 

2 tours Iraq - Active duty completed.    
MN National Guard - attending SDSU   

Son of Peggy Fried                             
Perkins County 

Rob Schoenwald Marine Corp Served in Iraq. Stationed  in                
Camp Pendleton, CA 

Son of Edie Schoenwald                    
Turner County 

Sgt. Jason Lunders SD Army  NG   Nephew of Mary Rae Peterson                   
McCook County. 

Craig W. Nelson Air Force Stationed in Arizona.  Served previ-
ous tour of duty overseas;  

Nephew of Mary Rae Peterson                 
and Peg Schmidt,   McCook Co. 

SPC Caleb Schaefer SD Army  NG Returned from Kuwait in April 2010 Son/ Debra Schaefer, McPherson                    

SPC Katherina Schaefer SD Army  NG JT Force Headquarters,                  
Rapid City, SD    

Daughter/ Debra Schaefer,       
McPherson County                

S/Sgt  Joshua Schaefer SD Army NG  Admin. NCO     Rapid City,  SD Son/ Debra Schaefer, McPherson        

PFC Jacob Busser 

SD Army  NG Stationed in Afghanistan  Son of Lisa (PT) and Leon  Busser,     
Lake County 

SSG  Ben Layton  Vermont NG  Home from  Afghanistan  Fall 2010 Son of Pam Layton,  Beadle Co.  

Darin Lenow SD Army NG Deployed to Afghanistan in 2009  FLOT - Charles Mix Co 

Nicholas Peterson  Army 

232nd  Medical Battalion Nephew of Becky Zirpel 

Fort Sam Houston, TX Gregory County 

 Tracy Lennick SD Army  NG   Son of Bonnie Nickelson, Hand- Hyde 

Zach Carter US  Navy  

Whidby Island Naval Air Station 
Washington State 

Nephew/Stacy Smith,   Pennington   

Josh Horstman   Currently Deployed to Iraq 
Husband of Angie Horstman                  

Hutchinson Co.  
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Feature Story  -   Human  Interest  

 

 

 

 

              Sledding, Oh to be on That Hill Again  
       By Peggy Groen, Lincoln County PT 

 

As I write this it is 11 degrees outside, there is a lot of snow on the ground, with just a slight 

wind, the sun is shiningéwhat a great day to go sledding, if youõre a kid!! 
 

My husband, Charlie and I were talking about sledding when we were younger, much younger.  My 

parentsõ farm is just north of Newton Hill State Park in south eastern South Dakota.  They have 

a lot of hilly ground, good only for pasture, growing our state Pasque flower and of course     

sledding. 
 

My husband grew up 15 miles west of our farm, in a part of the county that is pretty flat; they 

have to look pretty hard for something resembling a hill.  But when youõre a kid, it doesnõtõ take a 

mountain to have fun.  
 

We reminisced about standing on the sled going down the hill (part way at least) and the old 

wooden skis, with no ski poles.  
 

Back then the whole country school could come over for an afternoon sledding party.  No      

worries then about someone suing you if they got hurt.  And as kids we didnõt worry about     

getting hurt.  Our folks hadnõt heard about helmets and padding. 
 

Since my brother and I let our folks run the cows on our sledding hillé the cows had their path 

towards the bottom of the hill where it started to level off.  And a little beyond that cow path 

was the creek bank.  The creek wasnõt deep but the banks were sure steep.  And there were a 

lot of trees growing from the creek banks.   It was quite a distance from the bottom of the hill 

to the creek bed (at least thatõs how I remember it). 
 

We quickly learned that the race down the hill ended with the cow path.  It sent you air born 

and once you landed you better grab the sled and roll over to stop.  Otherwise you and or your 

sled would go over the bank, crash through the trees and land somewhere below.   
 

As I remember, cousin Steve was the first to experience that trip to the creek bed.  Not on 

purpose, he just wasnõt that familiar with the hill or rather the bottom of the hill.  Once we 

found out he survived okay, I do remember a few of us giving it a try.  To hit that cow path, go 

air born and not have to stop was an adrenalin rush.  The tree branches slowed us down some and 

between the snow, insulated coveralls and youth the landing really wasnõt that bad!  
 

Mother nature has taken away our sledding hill by covering it with Cedar trees.  Its sledding 

days are over.  Thatõs probably a good thing because knowing what I know I donõt want my     

precious grandkids sledding on that dangerous hill!  
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Feature Story  -   Humorous  
 MY  HORSE  RANCH  HOBBY                   
 

 
1 

Even though I am somewhat over 30, I believe that I have a lot of living to do yet.  I really 
havenôt decided what I want to be when I grow up, although the cowboy thing still has a 
strong hold on my heart.  If I can just get this horse riding thing down a little better.  I havenôt 
been thrown since last fall but Iôm going to have get back on one of these first days and that 
may have a tendency to ruin my new found streak of proficiency. 
 

The horse raising business the past year or four has been a little less than profitable at my 
place.  I think the IRS has some sort of uncalled for rule that says something like if you donôt 
make money in one out of 7 years it becomes a hobby and not a business.  If it becomes a 
hobby I loose all those deductions that are so helpful.  I really fail to understand why they   
singled out horse owners for this rule as I know many ranchers that are selling cattle for more 
money than they have in their life, and still havenôt made any money on their cattle.  I know 
guys selling $9.00 a bushel beans that arenôt making any money.  Why arenôt those listed as 
hobby farms? 
 

For one reason or another, I was unfortunate enough to have a couple of horses pass away  
in the last two years and even though you wouldnôt think so, that has a direct affect on your 
profit making in the horse raising business.  Fortunately for me I did get to invest some     
substantial sums of veterinary expenditures into them before they died.  Why these extra    
expenditures are good is a difficult concept to understand if youôre not in the horse ranching      
business or working for the IRS.  Heck, sometimes Iôm not sure if my partner, letôs call her my 
wife for lack of a better term, completely understands. 
 

It is difficult to claim that these losses were all bad though as it allowed me to claim a loss on 
my taxes and that allowed me to get a bigger tax refund than I would have had otherwise.  If I 
report the income from the tax return, then I would show the required profit necessary to keep 
me listed as a rancher and not just a hobby farmer.  So their death was not for naught, was 
it?  I mean, if it allowed me to have money mailed to me by the government, that should be a 
good deal right? 
 

I figure that if all the programs that politicians are harping that the government should be    
doing or soon  will be if the right guy is in the White House, are good things, and I like the    
government sending me money, then maybe I have been wrong all these years on my choice 
of politicians.  I asked my self-help guru, who just happens to be lying in bed beside me, why 
this logic is missing from so many peopleôs concept of reality. 
 

Flashing me the briefest of glances ( she has highly expressive eyes) apparently searching to 
see if I was serious or not, she tried to tell me something about  the tax refund was money 
that I had sent in and was over and above what I needed to pay in taxes, so really it was my 
money coming back.  I asked her why the government had taken my money if they werenôt 
entitled to it.  She replied that they really thought they needed it until George W. came along 
and convinced them he didnôt want all of my money.  Do they have any more of it I asked?  
Possibly she replied but they might not send it back as they were spending too much these 
days. 

       é. or é. 
 

      WHY  YOU  SHOULDNôT  TALK  POLITICS  IN  BED 
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Continuedéé 
 
 

I mulled that over for awhile trying to make some sense of it.  It wasnôt really the governmentôs 
money in the first place.  So they gave it back.  So it was mine all along but they had been 
holding it for me until I filed taxes.  So do they owe me interest?  And they might owe me 
more?  This horse thing was looking better all the time! 
 

So all the programs that certain politicians are promising to put into place and all the medical 
coverage and education money and job development are going to be paid for with what?  If 
the government doesnôt have its own actual money, where does this money come from?  
From your taxes stupid, says my self-help guru, letôs just call her Dona as that is her name 
and it is easier to type.  So Dona, says I, if they say that I paid them too much, and they are 
sending it back, then they must not need it.  If this is the case, why is their a big national     
deficit?  Because says Dona, rolling those highly expressive eyes, they are still spending 
more than they have. 
 

I mulled this over for awhile and then says I to Dona, which is what her mother calls her too, 
so if they are spending more than they have, wonôt they pretty soon have to have more and 
want mine back?  Again with the eye roll. Well duh, she says back at me.  So, says I back, 
trying to roll my eyes too, which just resulted in me hurting my neck, maybe we canôt afford all 
those programs, now starting to worry about having to give them back the money they gave 
me back. (My head is starting to hurt)  No problem she says, now rolling her eyes in different 
directions, they just want to start taking more money from those guys that have the most.  
That way they can give it to those guys that have the least.  She says it is called something 
like sharing the wealth.  Iôm now wondering which ones of those guys I am, and how can they 
tell.  Your life style and your hobbies are good indicators of our income; I seem to remember 
from some long forgotten economics class.  Hobbies, says I to myself? 
 

I mulled that over for a while and then says I, holding my head and neck real still cause now 
my head really hurts, who will the ones with too much be? I put this question to my new     
economic instructor, who is still called Dona.  Well, she says, with her eyes closed now so I 
canôt tell what she is thinking, they will probably stop sending refunds back to those that sent 
in too much. 
 

Iôm suspecting that this new way of thinking will have a direct negative affect on the           
profitability of my horse operation and whether it remains a business or a hobby.  So I either 
have to actually sell some horses, and preferably for more than I paid for them, or I need the 
government to keep sending me a tax refund.  I think I need to have some more horses so my 
probability of having some die will go up. 
 

So, if you hear me expounding on the subject of less Medicare for those that can afford to pay 
their own health care, more stimulating of the economy, less taxes on dividends, or more    
accountability for our education dollars, etc., it has nothing to do with politics, it just means I 
want to keep my horse ranch. 
 

I turned to my best friend and whispered something about how all this talk was really          
stressing me out and I doubted if I could get to sleep.  To which she replied.  ñTalk to your 
politicians about it,ò and even with her eyes closed I knew what she wasnôt thinking. 

 

Brought to you by:   Stan Thompson. CED 
Marshall County 
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RETIREMENT...AND QUESTIONS  

 

 

Jim Iverson 
 

Retirement is great, but as we age there are some questions that need to be answered or 

investigated.  One such question I will encounter is how does Medicare affect my present 

coverage when my spouse is younger than I am as I reach age 65.  I have asked some 

that have retired some time ago and have already reached 65, but did not get a lot of     

information.  I think RASCOE needs to put together a guide booklet that would give us 

some direction.  I realize each retiree has a different scenario, but do feel there is some 

common ground which would solve some future questions.  I ask for some input from our 

retirees and they can E-mail at jim.iverson@hotmail.com.  I will collect all the info and then 

put it into a booklet or computer page.  I would appreciate any information on ANY subject 

or topic you may have and wish to pass on that would benefit new retirees. 

 

As I look backward and forward in time I wonder how I got everything done.  I never      

realized how sweet retirement could be, but I NEVER thought I would be this busy.  Time 

just flies and days, weeks, and months just slip away and some snow will be hitting us in 

the rear.  My question is ñWhy does the winter go by so slowlyò?  It must take more time to 

get prepared to go fishing. 

 

As your vice president, I am always open to hear any concerns that you may have.        

Nationally, RASCOE continues to work for us.  We have great leadership people that are 

working for us.  We need to recruit all new retirees and encourage them to join our        

association.  Sometimes it is difficult for RASCOE to obtain names of those retiring.  There 

is some work to be done in this area by all states. 

 

Just a tidbit of info ï The Iverson daughter (Michaela) has finally landed a job with FSA.  

She was hired by Larry Olsen in the Minnehaha County Office.  Dad and Mom are very 

HAPPY and SDASCOE is going to gain another lifetime member. 

 

Remember  to smile and be positive in your thoughts until the next newsletter. 

mailto:jim.iverson@hotmail.com
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From  the  SDASCOE   Scrapbook . . .  

 
Dale Engelbrecht, former South Dakota State 
FSA Committee member, passed away on     
Monday, September 13, 2010. 
 
Dale served on the State Committee as Chairman 
from 1981 through 1988.  He was a member and 
good  friend   of  SDASCOE  and  attended  many  
SDASCOE / NASCOE  Conventions.   
 

Our sincere sympathy is extended to his family.   

In Memory of  Dale  (Jeeps)  Engelbrecht 

Above:  Jeeps, Glen Wishard, STC, and Marie French, STO.  
Right: Jeeps with Cleo Olerud, Deuel CED.  Bottum L: Willie 
Diebert, Edmunds CED, ?, and Jeeps, Bottom R: Ginny Voigt, 
Gene Vognild and Jeeps.   
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 RETIREE  NOTES  

From the  SDASCOE   Scrapbook . . .  
 
Paul Bishop, STO, 

right, is sharing his 

chocolate milk with  

Leon Edlund.  

 

Below:  Paul Bishop, 

Perkins CED and the 

staff:  Ellen Schick, 

Dallas Preszler and 

Edna Tescher.  1975 ?           

 Mary OôBrien, Roberts CPA,  

   1974 ? 
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The News from . . .  

Director:  
   E. J. Goetz, Walworth  
 
 

Alternate:  
   Janelle Serr, McPherson 
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Hereõs a picture of 
Brett Knoxõs newest 
addition, Peyton.  She 
was born Oct.1st and 
has an older sister, 
Olivia who is 2.  
 

 Brett is a PT in 
Spink County.  

        
Pictured are: 

 Trick or Treaterôs   

 

Turner Thompson, age 4,  

and Taryn Thompson, age 

22 mo.  They are the        

grandchildren of Kenneth 

and Dianna Shafer.  Dianna 

is a PT in McPherson 

County. 

   

Where did all the reindeer 

go? 

McPherson 

 County 

Spink  County 

A HOLIDAY MIX -UP ? 
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The News from . . .  

Director:  
   Stan Lamb, Codington  
 
Alternate:  
   Joel Foster, Grant  
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Angie Goebel, PT re-
ceived her 10 years of 
service award from 
DD, John Anderson.  

Jade Diane Thue  
was born to  Doug and Darla 

Thue.  

 
Birthdate: 11/19/2010  

Time of Birth: 5:07 PM  
 

Weight: 8 lbs. 11oz.  

Length: 20 inches  
 

Darla is a PT in Hamlin County!  
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The News from . . .  

Director:  
   Joann Schock, Miner  
 
Alternate:  
   Cindy Peterson, Minnehaha  
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He tried an early exit out the door, 

 

But the staff said, to work a little bit more. 
 

He wiggled & wrought, pushed & pried 
 

Then he said, ñWell at least I tried!ò 

 

Larry Gaugerôs official last day is 

  

         December 30th, 2010. 

 

Happy Retirement Larry ! 

 

Love & Affection ï Your Staff 

MINER  COUNTY  WOMEN  THWART  

 

    ESCAPE  ATTEMPT  ( But not for long )  
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Zach Neises was married to 

Teresa Boehm.  Zach is still in 

training as he travels SD to 

learn about FSA programs and 

implementation.  

 

 His mom, Victoria Neises is a 

PT in Miner County.   

 

Also pictured is Victoriaôs 

granddaughter Aubri, who was 

flower girl at the wedding.  

ITôS ALL ABOUT FAMILY ! 

County  
 

1 

 

 

 

Office  

 

 

 

1 

Trainee  

 

 

 

(COT)  

MINER COUNTY  
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Ron Olsen and his 

wife, Gale at Ron³s 

retirement party on 

Sept.28.  

 

Congratulations!  

 

UNION  
 

COUNTY 

Peggy received a great surprise when Cindy Mengenhauser (Charles Mix), Mary Johnson 
(Jerauld) and Lynda Steichen (Retiree) showed up at the Relay.  Celebrating 11 years as a 
survivor was a pretty special time and to have her friends show up made it extra special.   

Peggy Groen's (Lincoln 
County) Relay for Life 
Cancer Walk Team, made 
up of family and friends 
were enjoying their 
12th Relay in Sioux 
Falls in July.  The Relay is 
a time for Hope that a 
cure will be found, to   
Remember family and 
friends you have lost to 
cancer and to Celebrate 
those who are surviving.  

October :  October :    

    NationalNational   Breast Cancer Awareness MonthBreast Cancer Awareness Month   

LINCOLN  COUNTY  
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The family has grown! Moody County PT,  Jeanine Flatten welcomed a grandson last    
September and a new son-in-law in July.  Pictured are Dave Jeanine and Si Flatten,       
Jessica Jason and Maden Brown, & the newlyweds: Sarah and Tyler Kills-A-Hundred 

MOODY  COUNTY  

Laarry Olsen, CED Reports: 

 

I know that I have looked the part 

for many years, but now it is    

official. I am a Grandpa!!!. A 

Grandson , born on Friday        

October 29, 2010. at  6 pounds 7 

ounces and 20 inches long.  

 

His name is Elijah Olsen 

Lindgren. My daughter Erica is 

doing good. Had some difficulty, 

but is recovering . 

MINNEHAHA  

COUNTY 
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The News from . . .  

Director:  
   Mary Haag,  
          Hutchinson  
 
Alternate:  
   Valorie Scherschligt,               
                  Yankton  
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Susan Horstman was 

presented with her 25 

year service certificate 

from the  

Hutchinson County  

Committee.  

HUTCHINSON  COUNTY  

Announcing the birth of  
Harley Marie Neugebauer to 

Charlene (FLM) and Tracy Neugebauer 
Born 10-24-2010,  8 lbs. 8 oz.,  21ò long 

 
Harley was born on her 

 Grandfathersôs 80th birthday.   

The Hutchinson County Committee presented Lisa Lindeman with her 10 year certificate of service.  



32 

 

Joseph Schultz, CED 

in Charles Mix 

County presented 

Elaine Sellers,  

Farm Loan Tech  

with a plaque for  

30 years  

 of service.  

 

Congratulations 

Elaine !  

 

Joseph Schultz, 

Charles Mix County 

CED presented Nancy 

Gall, Program Tech 

with a certificate 

for 25 years of 

service.  

Congratulations 

Nancy!  

CHARLES MIX  COUNTY  
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Bon Homme County  Committee Chairman, Dan Jerke,  presents PT 

Kathy Coleman a certificate for 10 years of  service to FSA.  

BON HOMME  COUNTY  
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GREGORY  COUNTY  
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The News from . . .  

 Director:  
   Roxie Stambach, Ziebach  
 
 Alternate:  
   Doug Hofer, Corson  
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The News from . . .  

Director:  
   Jennifer Chavez,  Hyde  
 
 

Alternate:  
   Donnie McManus, Lyman  
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)@MC $NTMSX½R  
 yLittle Ms. Susi Homemaker ó    &   ò Queen Mother Kimó 

Grant Lockner, Ree Heights, and Ana

-Marie Nelson, Miller, were crowned 

Homecoming King and Queen for 

Miller High School.   

        Ana is the daughter of  

              PT Kim Joy-Nelson. 

Hobo Delight  -  Susi Odden 

 

Ingredients:                
                 

        Serves 4 

1 egg, lightly beaten 

¼ cup ketchup 

1 T. Worchestershire Sauce 

¾ cup cracker crumbs 

1 teaspoon seasoned salt 

1 lb lean ground beef 

2 cups frozen shredded hash brown potatoes 

2 cups diced carrots 

1 cup condensed cream of chicken soup 

¼ cup milk 
 

Prepare the grill for indirect heat.  In a large bowl, 

combine first five ingredients.  Crumble the beef over 

mixture and mix well.  Shape into four patties.  Place 

each patty on a greased double thickness of heavy 

duty foil (about 12 square); top each patty with ½ c. 

hashbrowns and ½ cup carrots.  Combine soup and 

milk; spoon over meat and vegetables.  Fold foil 

around mixture and seal tightly.  Grill, covered, over 

indirect medium heat for 20-25 minutes or until a meat 

thermometer reads 160 degrees and juices run 

clear.  Open the foil carefully to allow steam to escape.               

PT Susi Odden was 1st Place winner 

of the  ñNew Twists on Old Favoritesò 

Adu l t  D i v i s i on  o f  t he  SD                 

Cattlewomen State Fair Beef        

Cook-Off.  Her Hobo Delight earned 

her a $500 award. Way to cook, Susi!  
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PT Jennifer Chavez & husband Steve are the proud parents 

of a baby boy.   Justin David  ( J D )  was born November 5,  

weighing in at 6lbs 4oz and 18.5ó long.  

 

JD joins a sister, Callie 2yrs old, who is very proud of her 

new little brother.   

 Hand - Hyde  

H  
  Y  
   D  
      E 

Jazmyn Leona  is only 3 months 

old and she is  already   aware   

that     òGrandma Bó    (Bonnie 

Nickelson) is pretty funny  !!  

 

Jazmyn was born August 20 and 

weighed in at 6 lbs 11 oz.   Her 

parents   are   Andrew and Jennifer 

Lennick and joins big brother,    

Anthony who is almost 3.  
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Promoting Breast Cancer awareness is very important to the Hand County FSA office employees.  Jean 

Johnson, Susi Odden, Patty Rogers and Laurie Pfeifle all dressed in pink on Oct 20 to help promote the 

importance of having an annual screening done.  Both Jean and Susi are breast cancer survivors and are 

glad that they took the time for an annual screening.  In Oct. 2008 Susi went in for a routine          

mammogram and was very surprised when she received the call saying it showed some suspicious 

cells.  They were indeed cancer cells but early detection allowed her to have the lump removed and  

after radiation treatments she has been cancer free since.  Jean discovered a lump in November of 1995.  

Again early detection was very important and Jean has been cancer free for  15 years.  Take time for 

yourself and your family and have an annual mammogram, do it today. 

 

Pictured are:  Back: Patty Rogers, Laurie Pfeifle,   Front: Susi Odden, Jean Johnson. 

October :  October :    

    NationalNational   Breast Cancer Breast Cancer   

Awareness MonthAwareness Month   

Hand County Goes Pink. 
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Wishing you PEACE ,     

    LOVE  

 and JOY  

    this CHRISTMAS   SEASON!                
  

The 
Sull

y Co
unty

 gal
séé

 

       Fran, Karen, Gail & Dawn 
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SULLY COUNTY  

THINKS PINK!  

SULLY COUNTY FSA STAFF members wore pink in observance of Octoberôs breast       

cancer awareness day with USDA.  All  staff members have either personally experienced 

breast cancer or else had a close friend or family member who has experienced breast       

cancer.  Pictured are Gail Tennant, Karen LaFurge, Dawn Nagel and Fran McQuirk. 

 

SULLY COUNTY FSA recognized Scott Foth, COC Chair for his service to FSA.  Scott served three 

terms on the Sully County Committee completing his third term in December 2010.  The office staff 

celebrated with rolls and a plaque sponsored by the staff.   Pictured are Dawn Nagel, Esther Barnes 

(COC Advisor), Fran McQuirk, Brian Johnson (COC Member), Scott Foth, Chuck Todd (COC Vice 

Chair), Karen LaFurge and Gail Tennant. 
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The News from . . .  

Director:  
   Kay Massingale,  
                   Mellette -Todd  
 
Alternate:  
   Brian Stewart, Jackson  
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The Quad Area Relay for Life event was held on August 21 in Kadoka.  The staff from the 

Jackson County FSA Office participated in the fundraising event on the team ñBanking for a 

Cure teamò.  Colleen Peterson, Stevie Uhlir and Brian Stewart baked goodies to sell at the 

teamôs bake sale.  The group made Lap necklaces to sell.  Individuals who purchased the Lap 

Necklaces could pick up a bead to add to the necklace after completing a lap.   Colleen Peter-

son was also in charge of the luminaries for the event.  Gene Williams (LAC Jackson County) 

was one of the Masters of Ceremonies for the event.  The event raised $27,000.00 to support 

the ongoing cancer research. 

October :    NationalOctober :    National   Breast CancerBreast Cancer   

  Awareness MonthAwareness Month   

Jackson  County 
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